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gave mo great gratification when I received Iho congratulations of 
friends and others on tho success of the iaUeaua^ vivanh, rith which, 
not long I had the honor of entertaining, for several evenings at my house 
and elsewhere, my Mends and the public. Tliese tableaux were quite novel to 
my countrymen, and it ia to this, aa well as to the selection of the subject, 
"The Six Principal Kigas,” a subject, whioli at all times, transports the Indian 
votary of musio into cloud-^land. that I attribute the success of the undertaMng. 
I am now assured that any effort to popularise such iabteattx^ to moke them 
easy of exhibition on tlie native stage, would be adding another pleasant and 
not a little important branch to histrionic performances, now so much liked, 
and would, therefore, be encouraged* It ia with this object that this work has 
been prepared, and I trust it will prove useful to my oountrymeu, and will 
show them that their love for the drama and dramatic performances haa been 
inherited by them, and that our ancestors were past masters, not only as 
dramatic authors, hut also in the management of tiio stage with its tens^of- 
thousand pozEling details. 



The tableaux of the Six Principal Efigas.as I have said, met with decided 
success. Wliy should not tableaux of the Ten Principal Avatilras prove equally 
succeasfiil? There is no reason why they should not. Such exhi Hti o ns, in 
which everything is national and nothing borrowed,—tho sahjeet-nmtters of 
which are as familiar as household words to every native,—which every BcQ' 
gali lady and child may see without disapproval, hut which ought to he entirely 
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free Crom those objectionable dements which at present destroy the usefulness 
of the piristing theatre companies^—such exibitions, if properly and skilfully 
conducted, cannot fail to be popular in Bengal. 

The appropriateness of the scenes connected with the lucamations for 
eaifeotix vimttUi is only a suggestion on my part. There are other subjects os 
intorcBting and appropriate, which can be had for the search hy the loTera of 
the dramatic art. To elucidate the iUustiationa in this work, as also to make 
it complete, as regards the subject suggested, a short history of each Incarna¬ 
tion has been giren. These histories arc by no means complete or exhaustive. 
They cannot be otherwise than meagre, considering the circumscrihed limits 
of this work, but tbey_^ will be found interesting,—they can never cease to be 
so, as long as truly India n hearts beat within us,—and they have been compiled 
from genuine sourcoa, from the Purdnaa and the colchrated epics, among which 
may be mentioned the Simtiyaaa, Mah&bhdrata, Podma Purdna, Bhabishya 
Purdna, Matsya Fur^Laa, Kalki Pnrfljia, Agni Purina, Pur^aa, Jlleru- 

tantra, S^rlmat-bb^gahata, Bbagabat-gitfi, KSs'f-khanda, Tantra S&ra, Adhyitma 
EAm&yaafl, Varkbn Pur^a, Knrmma Pnr^a, and other works. For the 
identification of ancient tribes and countries, aa also generally, I am indebted 
to the works of Sir William Jones, n. H. Wilson, Max Milller, Garrett, 
Maurice, Goldsthcker, Dowson, Griffiths, and othera, who have rendered India 
and the world valuable service by their labors in the field of Indian literature 
and arcbeeology. 


PATHOORUOEATTA, 
AX,C 1. 
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SOUllINDIlO MOHPN TAGOBE. 
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Accobihxg to Sanskrit author! tieSj Drama {Ndtya) is of two 
kinds—the Mdrga and the JDesi. That form of dramatic entertain¬ 
ment which Brahm^,* first learnt of Mahddeva and his consort Pir- 
vati, and which he afterwards performed before them, goes by the 
name of Mdrga Ndtya ; that which is known on earth, and which is 
generally performed by mortals before kings and others, is designated 
DeA Ndtya, Murtii is one of the sixteen Tarieties of the latter. As it 
is intended that the present treatise should deal with this kind ex¬ 
clusively, it is unnecessary to mention the names of the fifteen other 
varieties, or to enter into a detailed description of them. This has 
already been done in another work entitled ** The Eight Principal 
Rasas of the Hindus.” 



Muriti, as has been defined elsewhere, is that species of dramatic 
performance in which celebrated historical characters are represented, 
without any expressive pantomimic gestures, and in which a Sutra- 
(Jiidm is introduced, who explains the mute figures. This kind of 
dramatic entertainment somewhat resembles the Tahlmtix 

♦ Briliiilip thia Gftator, ilm iml tbia I^eatT^feri Gompnva Uib Tiiailij of 
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TtTB TBS PRISICIPAX ATAtIkaS 01 THE ItIKOXIS, 


which occupy a protnioent poBition araoug the drawing-room 
amusements of the people of England ami of the Continent of Eu¬ 
rope. It is proposed first to furnish the readers with an idea of the 
construction of the stage, the arrangement of the figures, and other 
matters connected with the exhibition of the Tableaux Vtvant-3t and 
then to acquaint them with the mode adopted by the Sanskrit 
authorities for their general arrangement. 




THE TABLEAUX VIVANTS. 

The exhibition of tho Tableaux VivajUji or living pictures, 
which are a combination of beauty, form and color, contributea not 
merely to the amusement of a social party, but, what is of much 
higher importance, inspires, in the minds both of the exhibitors 
and the spectators, feelings of imetiy, and imparts a knowledge of 
composition and grouping. It fosters taste and judgment, and 
awakens their imitative faculties. The success of these popular 
entertainments depends chiefly on the correct understanding of 
the following points :— 

1. The Stage. —That ** distance lends enchantment to the view" 
is nowhere better shewn than in the exhibition of the Tableau. Not 
less than six feet should intervene between the stage and the spec- 
tatora. In the absence of a large hall or gallery adapted for such 
entertainmeutst the folding-doors between two drawing-rooms should 
separate the spectators from the performers, the smaller room being 
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reserved for the latter. The platform should be raised at least 
three feet above the floor. The stage — when it is erected in a hall 
or galleiy — should be raised nearly six feet from, the floor, so that 
gentlemen sitting iti the back seats, may have the same advantages 
as those in the front ones. "When a temporary stage is improvised, 
there should be either curtains hung at the aides, or a screen with 
an opening in the centre in proportion to the size of the stage, and 
painted like a picture &ame. A close black gauze or musHn should 
be put up between the performers and the spectators. Wlien the 
exhibition takes place in a drawing-room, this piece of cloth should 
be nailed tightly across the opening of the folding-doors or arch. 
Tlie color of the cloth hung over the high screen, placed at the 
back of the stage, must depend on the prevailing color of the 
objects exhibited, as, for Lustance, a light back-ground is re¬ 
quired when the figures are dressed in black; but for most 
subjects, and specially where brilliant colors predominate, a black 
or dark-green cloth should be substituted; where a series of pic¬ 
tures is inteuded to be shown, sameuess of color should be avoided, 
by changing it into drab or neutral-tinted drapery. The floor of 
the stage must always be covered with a dark cloth. 

2. Lights. — As foot-lights throw disagreeable shadows on the 
faces of the performers, and are calculated to mar the picturesque 

effects of the exhibition, they should, as a rule, be avoided. Where 
a cross light becomes absolutely ueceaaary, it is desirable to place it 
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on one side of tlie stage, and the major part of it, Iiigh np. Fonr 
to six carriage-lamps, with, their tin reflectors, will, if judiciously 
used, be found to throw ample light on the objects. Care shotild be 
taken to extinguish all lights in the spectators’ room as soon as the 
drox>-scene begins to rise. The lamps on the side of the stage should 
have shades of red or green, (formed of colored glass or tinted 
silver paper of the necessary color), placed over the glass of each, 
when a fire or a moon-light scene is required to be represented. 
Some place globes of colored liquid before the lamps, with the same 
view. A fire-scene can also bo imitated by burning red^fire at the 
sides ; a pale moon-light, by green-fire, without the help of much 
light. A large Tahieait consisting of several figures should have as 
much light as possible. In medium representations, the light and 
shade should be so adjusted as to show the principal and prominent 
figure in relief and to the best advantage. To produce a weird, 
ghastly effect, when ghost^scenes are required, a quantity of common 
salt should be mixed with spirits of wine in a metal pot, and set on 
a '^vire-frame over a spirit-lamp, which again should be shaded in 
some way. The other lamps should be put out altogether. The 
magic-lantern is also calculated to heighten the effects of a dream¬ 
land scenery or a ghostly spectacle. The effect of electric light— 
though this involves expense and the necessity of more space—^is 
marvellous on human figures upon the stage. 

3. COBTAIN.—'The curtain should be made of dark. calicOf 
sufficiently thick, when down, to render the lights and figures 
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behind it invisible to the spectators. The persona employed in puU- 
ing it up, should be instructed to commence Avork simultaneotisly 
on receiving the sigtuil which is generally given by the ringing of 
a heU, and they should always be ready at their posts, so that the 
figures may not have to stand in their proper attitudes, which will 
be necessarily constrained, for more than two or thi'ee minutes, which 
is considered fair time for the exhibition of one scene* There should 
be an interval of two or three minutes between the ” Acts ” 

4. Groupiitg. — This always incladea the arrangement of dressw 
The success, or, we might say, the difficulty in the getting-up, of a 
Tableau, hinges mainly on the manner in which light and shade are 
made to fall on the dififerent parts of a scene. To one acquainted 
with the harmony of colors, no directions are necessary on this 
point. But to those inexperienced young men of this country, who 
cannot have any scientific knowledge of the subject, and who cannot 
secure the services of an adept, a few hints will be useful. A 
plethora of brilliant colei's sliould be avoided. Gaudy dressy should 
always be relieved by the intermixture of those having more 
sombre tints. The lightest and pale-colored oostumes should, as a 
general rule, be in the back-gi'ouud. When it is intended to give 
prominence to one particular figure, it should be dressed in white, 
in the case of a woman ; or in simple dark cloth of one uniform 
color, in that of a man. The tallest figures -should also generally 
be in the back-ground, when they will show themselves to better 
advantaiJe, and will, at the same time, make room for those who 
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are less tall; but wheu a perspeotiTe is intended to be ahown, fand 
this is possible only where there is large space at command), the 
process should be reversed. In that case, the color of the dresses 
should be paler and less vivid by degrees. 

There should be three persons to direct, all the other assistants 
should be subordiiiate to them. 


lst.'‘~Tfie Stage Manager^ who should have the charge of all 
tho details connected with the stage, the curtain, and the providing 
. of the lights. His duty should be to ring a beU for assembling the 
dramxUs personcB^ and for the pulling up or letting down of tho 
curtain. He should see that a programme of the exhibitions, in the 
order of their succession, is posted up in the dressmg*rooms. He 
should give the signal for putting out the lights in the spectators’ 
hall at the proper time, and he should supply each performer with 
I a box to bo kept in liis own dressing-room, containing all the neces¬ 
sary articles for his use. The music should, to some extent, be 
under his direction; but the selection of the tunes to be played 
during the performance or in the intervals, should be left to a per¬ 
son of experience and taste. 

Slid . — The Artist^ whose duty it should be to look after the 
arrangement of the groupings and the selection of the characters to 
be assumed by the players. 

_ _ -M 
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3rd.—The Dresser atid ^eardrobe Assistant, who sliould make it 
a point to see that eveiy one of the characters has been properly 
dressed according to the instmctions of the Artist. He should also 
be provided with thread, tape, needles and other necessary adjuncts, 
to guard against accidents. 



THE STAGE OF THE ARTA:NS. 

Accoboing to the authorities, the ceremony of laying the founda¬ 
tion of a stage should be attended with an invocation to the Deity 
and other rites. An auspicious day should be chosen for erecting 
the pillars of the stage. These pillars should be made either of 
gold, or of Catechu, jack, or red sandal-wood ; their tops should be 
hollow, and their bases, comparatively thick and smooth. The 
character of the play intended to be performed should regulate the 
dimensions of the stage. According to Ddmodara Misra, the stage 
should be thirty feet wide. The upper portion should be boarded all 

•V 

round, and should have windows placed at intervals. The platform 
should be white-washed, and care should be taken that it does not 
retard the movement of *^the light fantastic toe" by being made 
too slippery. The top-front of the stage should be ornamented with 
wooden figures, flags of different colors, wreaths of flowers, and 
other decorations. The western portion of it, which should occupy 
one-third of the whole space, should be set apart for the green¬ 
room. 
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The DBOp-scfEKB. —^The Yabctnikd^ or the drop^ should be painted 
ce of fine thin cloth, and changed, like the scenes that are 
the back-ground, with each act and its subdivisions. In the 
olden days, the two wings of every scene used to be removed by two 
handsome girls, who appeared on each occasion. The color of the 
drop was regulated by the nature of the sentimeut (rasa) that "pre¬ 
vailed in a play. For the sentiment of love the color was 

white ; for that of heroism (Ffra), yellow; for tendemeaa (Kanmii 
smoke-colored; for wrath {Raudra^^ red; for laughter {ffdsya)^ parti¬ 
colored j for terror {BhaydnaJsa)^ blue; for disgust, {^B^hatsa)^ 
smoke-colored; and for that of the wonderful {Adhhita), black. 
According to certain authorities, the red color may be adopted on 
all occasions. 

The Audience. —^The eastern portion of the theatre used to be 
set apart for the king and the paraphernalia attending on royalty. 
The Brahmins sat in front, the courtiers and little children on the 
south, the heralds and connoisseurs on the north, while the body¬ 
guards and other retainers remained outside. The admission of 
heretics, the sick, the immoral, the inappreciating, the untidy, and 
unknown, armed men. &o,, was strictly prohibited. 
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Tee subjects of the Tableaux Vivatiis are, in England, chosen 
from history or popular stories other than Scriptiu'al. But in the 
Continent, and especially in Germany, the people do not consider it 
sacrilegious to base their exhibitions on the Bible ; and several 
instances are known where the Virgin Mary with the Infant Jesus 
formed one of the principal items of the representations. In India, 
where the life and habits of the people are inseparably associated with 
religion and mythology, where the generality of them—men and 
women—do not like to waste their time in fiavolous amusements 
unless they have something religious about them, aud who would not 
see, hear or talk of, anything with more enthusiasm than the 
mythological beings that are the objects of their daily worship, who, 
frem their very io&ncy, are partially, if not entirely, conversant 
with the accounts of their Deities, nothing would, perhaps, be 
more acceptable, and would afford them greater pleasure, than the 
representations of the ten principal Amtdras, based on the Purdnas. 
Before proceeding further, the signification of the word Aoaidra 
should be first explained. An Amtdra, etymologically speaking, 
signifies one descendedi” or one who has come down/' and, in the 
popular acceptation of the terra, an Incarnation of the Godhead. 
The object of the periodical Incarnations is thus explained in the 
Bhagavat-gifcd by Vishnu who visited this earth in the shape of 
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Krishna: Although I am not in my nature subject to birth 

and decay, and am the lord of all created beings, yet, hav¬ 
ing command over my nature, I am made evident by my own 
power, and as often as there is a decline of "virtue and an in¬ 


surrection of vice and injustice in the world, I make myself 
evident; and thus I appear, from age to o^e, for the preservation 
of the just, the destruction of the wicked, and the establishment of 
virtue.” The object of the Incarnations can also be gathered from 
the following passage : — Desiring the preservation of herds, and 
of Brdlimans, of genii, and of virtuous men, of the Vedas, of law, 
and of precious things, the Lord of the Universe assumes many 
bodily shapes; but though he pervades, like the air, a variety of 
beings, yet he is himself unvaried, since he has no quality subject 
to change/’ For the accomplishment of the purposes noticed above, 
Vishnu is credited with the assumption of several shapes, of 
which the following ten arc principally recognized : viz, (1) the 
Matsya, or the Fish Avaidra, (2) the Ktirmma, or the Tortoise Avaidra, 
(3) the Vardha^ or the Eoar Avatdra, (4) the or 

the Man-iion (5) the Vdinanei, or the Dwarf (6j 

the Paroifu-^dma Avatdra, (7) the Mama Avatdra, (8) the Malardmu 
Asatdra, C9) the Miuldha Avatdra, and (10) the Kalki Avatdra, Of 



these, the first five Incarnations are purely mythological in their 
chai'aeter, and are known to have taken place in the Satya* Yuga ; 


* In ortliir td %qdv what & Tuga ^ wb mn^t Id PoiiipreheELE] the &F which It. la but nti 

hiSDitMlinvl poniem. On thk point buQuui campuUtbii in mJotid l^it And r«li»>UAi ooijibetnrB nbBciliiteJff 
nvftrwlialmiMl. A Kaipa U a day of BjaIuu&p Ibi CrqAtoi't^f Uig Uiu^eno ; miid t^onaiaU of -O^OCUOCM 
buaiJLa cali^EjhU^ Ai fo-Ua^n^— * 
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the next two^ in tlie TreUi Yuga, and the eighth, in the Yuga. 

The last three Incarnations were famed for valor, and performed 



heroic deeds; the ninth was a reli^ous reformer; and the tenth 
has jet to come. The last two belong to the Kali Yuga, or the 
present age. 


1 


In the hazy mist of mythology, in which the accounts of the ten 
A midras are thickly enshrouded, there lie concealed deep and impoi^ 
tant theological and astronomical truths, which testify in unmiatake* * 
able terms to the wonderful intellectual ingenuity and the strong 
imaginative powers of our ancient authors. But the exposition o f 
these would be quite foreign to the purpose of this wor k. 


Tt* of {or Uw of utortuil ri^ht#otiAiiw) u comfiut»il mt 4^*00 dlvba wL^h 

iuuLtipll«d Ijj (ft jeftT of tht l^lng Eq 3^ yiarm of Uie mortajd}^ give# ua for tlic« 

1,728^000 humiu ywn- 

TVrfd Titffa (or 111 rtpliUMKiin«s<l)Mreflaeii by oturfovirtL), eampTuvd & p^rf-wi of ^,000 

ilivme wbioEi m^!UpLiAil hj 363, gi^e# IrlUSpWJ Immim j^ftnu 

JhdfNfra Y%^a (or tb« (igo in which rightcflo«nen wm dimiiJftLed hj liftif), coJxiiBtml of g,l00 
diyiw dt 654,00(1 liumfui 

Kali Yvffa (dr tha ft^e in wliTolj riglitBonanw Trained to th# of mia^foorth ouiyj 

* period of l+aoo divine or 4^2,OliO huiuftti jaiifSL AzjnmlLug tn Annie writerftv thd pr™nt Ktdi Fira oom- 
mencad In 3102 B C The AuindoUl of thefcKir FujTot h 4^^20,000 liLiman ymarsi, otberwisa nailed ii Makd 
Tvffa. in ewnb Kalp» or ditjF' nf Bmhnjt, |4 Maniui feign, aud lu ench rrigd af tho mvvu. K^iV, eer- 

Uiu deitiaft, ftii Ludm* imd tha Icutga aikI tbair mm nrs crated nod peruh. Seveotynxne ftyaianii nf tha foqr 
tilftpie dnriuH eftch MantmUard^ (the |>aii^ nt a Maim'i nud <H3ii0H[aant[j naojfl^ m thoniWDd 

Hiitb ftjnteaiB cdm<9iJe wilh iha fwHud uf Uie 14 Mamwaithira*, or ft day i^f Bmhml In olhat worik^ 4,32(1,rK.N:i 

—thft peii^ coin prided by eacU roUilioii of the foixF —mdUipitKl by givw ui 

years, wikkbf M wa hav^ alraaiiy stated, represcQl a lidy. At tlia cloae of tbii dav^ % night of eaud dn- 
HiEEqii follows, in which Uio wlirde of the woiSd ajidla|»ai, m tiirned hito uue vaat ouKattp wrapped up iu 
hop?l«fli9 ebsos, and tb« Lonl of all ile«p<i on lha sarpotit tUl lha timak of msm^ wbi;u the Uiiivame 

b anaatfld anew and lha noat day {AWpa} folluw^ 
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I. 


THE MATSTA AVATARA. 


The object of this locaraartion of Vishnu was to preserve Satya- 
vrata (aiterwards known as Vaivasvata or the seventh Manu), from 
the universal deluge, and to restore the Vedas to Brahmd. At 
the close of a Kalpa, while Brahmd was' asleep, and the whole 
universe had become one vast expanse of water, a demon was 
observed by Vishnu to steal the Vedas which had issued from the 
lips of Erahmi, and which had never, up to that time, been removed 
from hia Bide. With a view to punish this thief, who was 
known by the name of Hayagriva, Viahnu assumed the shapo 
of a small fish {SapJborCf and glided into the hands of the pious 
Satyavrata while he was performing his daily ablutions in the 
river. When about to be restored to the water, it asked the saint 
to preserve it from the larger fishes and to keep it in a water- 
jar in his bonae. The fish gradually grew bigger and bigger, so 
that Satyavrata was obliged to put it in a large pond and subse¬ 
quently to consign it to the ocean. There he recognised the divinity 
of the fish and fell down to worship it. Aa a mark of satisfaction for 



his piety, he was informed of Vishnu’s intention of saving him from 
the approaching cataclysm. He was asked to embark with the seven 
Rigfiis, and the seeds" of all created things, on board a vessel which 
was to be sent to bim before the catastrophe took place. True to this 
promise, the ship hove in sight at the apiJoiutcd time, which was 
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followed by a large golden fish with a bom of sttipendotis 8i^e, to 
which the veseel was bound feat by means of a cable made of the 
great serpent. While the deluge lasted, the fish instructed Satya- 
yrata in all divine and human knowledge, and, after the waters had 



subsided, assisted him in lauding. It is further related tliat when 
Brahmd awoke after the completion of the dissolution of the universe, 
Vishnu slew the stealer of the Vedas and restored them to him. 


The origin in the Purina of the above description might prob¬ 
ably be traced to the legend of the deluge as related in the Sata- 
patha Brihmsgga. It bears remarkable af^ty to the same circum¬ 
stance which occurred in Noah’s time. 
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Patsua g^ua^alta Purtfi. 


(THIiHSLATlOS.) 
iltc gord of gabltmr^ bfatt, assumed tlic Mp 


of a fohita |ioh, from Eb mvtl doiimuTatd^ ; «p to tiu tiuoat, 
that of a mwh of a davh-htur rotor, aud hamg four atmo 
holding rwpertirclg thr cowrh, di$fu^, rluh, and lotuo. ZUt hrad 
ata^ tihe that of a fringi (horned) |i.oli. ®hc ojrst werr rhatming 
and the uiioU hodg wao full of lilij-marhs and altogrthcr verg 
hrautiful. 


peru-tantra. 
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BAHARA. 

Tala— KAOYALI. 


First Strain. 
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II. 

THE KmiMMA AYATARA. 




Tub object of th.e Kurmma Avatdra iras to recover many price¬ 
less and precious things 'which had been submerged during the ntiiver- 
sai deluge and lay at the bottom of the ocean. Amongst tliese, and 
most prized and coveted by the gods, was the Amriia, or the water of 
immortality. It was settled that the Skhiroda Samudra, or the 
ocean of sweet-milk, should be churned. The Mandara Mountain 
was chosen as the churning staff, and Ydsuki, the great serpent, 
as the cord to be attached to it. Vishjiu took the form of a gigantic 
tortoise {Ktirmma), in order that his back may be made the base or 
pivot of the monntaiii, which, on account of the unfathomable depth 
of the ocean, had begun to sink in it. The iDevas, or the goda, seized i 
the tail and the Asuras, or the demons, the neck of the serpent, and 
all joined in a mighty effibrt to recover their lost treasure. The 
ocean was stirred to its very depths by the rapid rotation of the 
staff. From its mysterious bowels a noxious poison was thrown 
out, the stench of which threatened to destroy the inhabitants of 
the three regions of the universe, till Mahddeva, whose heart 
was full of love and generous feelings, came to the rescue, and 
swallowed the deadly poison, thus saving the world from 
certain destruction. The process of churning went on, and the 
sea began to give up its treasures one by one. First, from the vasty 
deep arose the Moon in all her glory, next, the goddess of 
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fortune^ then, Surd^d^^, the godUe&B of wine^ then, the wonderful 
horse UcfichaOisrdbd^ with seven heads; these were followed by the 
celebrated jewel J^cLustuhlm, worn by Ndrdyaaa on his breast^ 
Pdrijdta^ the tree of paradise, Sttrahhit the cow of plenty, Airdhata, 
the peerless elephant owned by Indra, and various other wonders. 
And lastly, ZlAanixtn^nrt, the god of the healing art, bearing in. his 
hand, the sacred vase in which was the long-sought-for ambrosia. 
The demons raised a shout and clamoured for a share of the nectar of 
life, but they were tricked out of it by a stratagem devised by 
Yishnu at the time of its distribution. This led subsequently to 
a great war between the Devas and the A suras, which resulted 
in the total discomhture of the latter. 


Reference to the Kurmma Avaidra can be found in the ** Sata* 
patha BrdhmaBa" chapter of the Vedas, where it is stated that 
“ Prajdpafit having assumed the form of a tortoise {Knrmma) 
created offspring. That ivliieh he created he made (Akarot ); hence 
the word Kiirmma.** 
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PARAJA. 

liiA— stjr-phaktA. 

First Strain. 
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TTT. 

THE TARAHA AVATAR A. 

Yishxu is said to have assumed the shape of a boar in order 
to raise the submerged earth above the surface of the unfathomable 
deep. According to some accounts, when the earth was over¬ 
whelmed during the deluge, Brahmd resumed his contemplative 
attitude to thtuh of the best way of raising it up again* and sent 
up a fervent prayer to the Almighty Power to furnish him with the 
means, A short while after, while thus engaged in devotion, there 
emanated from him a spirit,—an essence, which took the shape of a 
w*hite boar, but of a very small stature. It presently astonished 
BrahmA and Ida sons, by assuming the size of a gigantic 
elephant, and» uttering a terrible sound like thunder, convinced 
them beyond the shadow of a doubt, that it could not be anything 
else but a manifestation of the divine power. It then took a jump 
into the aiiy regions and plunged headforemost into the deep, 
throwing the ocean and its presiding deity into violent convulsions. 
With the characteristic instinct of the animal, it began to smell 
out where the earth was submerged, and coming across it at tlie 
very bottom of the deep, raised it high up on his tusks and restored 
it to its original place. According to other legends, { supported by 
the Agui Purdfia )* the object of the Incamation was to punish a 
demon known by the name of HiraflyAkaha. Jaya and Bijaya, the 
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two door-keepers of Yisbau, having offended some Rishis who had 
desired adiidfision into the divine presence, were turned out of 
heaven and doomed to take birth on earth. There thej were bom 
as the sons of Kaayapa by his wife, Diti, and named Hiraaya-ka^pu, 
and Hii'auydsksha. They grew apace. The former snbdned the ' 
three regions of the universe, and the latter attempted the sub¬ 
version of the celestial empire. The gods Joined in a body in pray¬ 
ing to the Almighty Yisban to save them, and it was in response 

to their earnest solicitations that he took the shape of a boar, 
raised the earth above the surface of the ocean, into which it had 
been hurled by the mighty demon, and put an end to his restless 
and troublesome life by tramiiling him under his feet. 

According to the Kdlika Pur^a, the boar continued to haunt 
the earth and had issues, which became the source of so much 
annoyance to every one, as to obDge the deities to pray to Yishfiu 
again to suppress the pest by taking back to himself the divine 
essence and energy which Bustained these terrible H.nimn1a and 
kept them alive. But Yiabau's reply to their prayer was that he 
could not call back the *'power'^ which had gone out of him, 
and that it will require one possessing greater prowess than that 
with which the boars had been invested to effect their destruction. 
Mahideva. the fearless, was chosen for tliis tremendous task, and 
was gifted with the energies of all the gods. He assumed the form 
of a gigantic animal, the Sarabha, having eight legs, and totally 
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destroyed the boar and its progeny, thns restoring peace and tran¬ 
quility to the groaning earth. 



The legend of this Incamation is anticipated in the Taittirfya 
Sanhitd and Erdhinana portion of the Vedas, and also in the Sata- 
patha Brabmaga chapter, where it is distinctly stated that Prajdpaii^ 
( afterwards known by the name ofErahmA), “took the form of a boar, 
for the purpose of raising the earth out of the boundless waters/' 
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Capita i^aafap PpH*. 


(THAff3LATIQf|.) 

t!l^ piaWa 5man giiiattaalt^lui, mlnimina * wht i$ 
titiis ?’ «t ^^ijshnu witfc blaad-jiaot ftjaa, and autmina with 
tage,—^iahnu, tlie a^istroacr af m dmaw anA tlic vmam ct 
im Um ilif wintls &i tlia pAji, Vishnu whv sta0d hdatt him, 
hat'itta a^iinmd the faee of a hoar antt the fro^a aod 

holdina in his hands the eonch and the disens, hetmeen urhich 
he shone mn as a btue eloud hetwren the sun and moon on a 
fult-moon eoenina. 

gtani f urana. 
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Third Strain, 
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IV. 

NRI-SIBHA AYATARA. 

The particulars of the lucamation, Var^ha Avatdra, have 
already been given. It Las been stated that the two door-keepera 
of Paradise, Java and Bijaya, took birth on this earth as the 
demons Hirauydksha and Hiraiiya-kasipn, and that the destruc¬ 
tion of the former was effected, but the latter continued to ravage 
the earth, and it was to relieve the gods and others from his 
tyranny and depredations, that Vishau had to assume the form of 
the Man-lion. The demon Hiraaya-kasipn had, by a long course of 
austerities, obtained from Brahm^ the boon, that neither gods, 
nor men, nor other created beings then existing shall have power to 
slay him by day or by night, in heaven or on earth. Proud of this 
divine favor, which he thought had rendered him completely 
invulnerable, he began to despise even the gods of heaven, openly 
defied the divinity of Vishau, and became a source of terror and 
mischief to all the three worlds. He took a thorough dislike to one 
of his sons Frahl^da, who, from his mfrincy, hod become a devout 
worshipper of Yishjiu. Prahlada was on several occasions taken 
to task by his demon-father for acting contrary to his wishes, 
but without effect. He was successively cast into the fire, dashed 
against the rocks, thrown fettered into the sea, trampled upon by 
elephants, and subjected to a thousand other tortures, but the 
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Almighty always stood by his side and saved his life. Being 
astonished at tlieae miraculous escapes from the jaws of what was 
considered inevitable death, Hiraaya-kasipu one day asked Prahl&da 
in open durbar the mystery of his wonderful escapes, Prahlada 
replied he owed every thing to Vishnu aud then began to des¬ 
cant on His omnipotence, omnipresence, and omniscience. On 
being questioned if, by w*ay of illustration, he could certify to 
the presence of Vislmu in one of the crystal columns which sup¬ 
ported the magniflceut hall, he answered that he assuredly could 
do so. The unbelieving father thereupon scofiingly struck the pillar 
with his sceptre, aud behold ! as if to bear his devout disciple out in 
his assertion, the crystal pillar was rent asunder, and Visbsu in the 
sliape of Nri-aihha, or half-man and half-lion, leapt out of it, pre¬ 
ceded by a thick cloud of smoke that tlireateued to stifle every 
breathing creature, and a loud rumbling noise that threw the three 
regions into utter confusion and dismay. The demou-king in the 
midst of his astonishment was seized by the hair, and the mau-Uon 
placing him across Ids knees, ripped open his belly with his sharp 
talons, and, true to the bloodly proclivities of the terrible animal 
whose form and nature had been assumed, sucked the blood of tho 
disembowelled demon-king, and subsequently placed his favorite, 
the devout PrahUda, on the vacant throne. 

Tims perished one of the most terrible demons who devastated 
the earth in defiance of gods and men. The boon of invulnerabUity 
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which he had received was not disturbed. It was said that no 
created beings then existing shall have power over his life, either 
by day or by night, in heaven or on earth. The divine promise was 
not falsihed. The author of the demon’s destruction was a new 
Incarnation, and not a created being existing at the time the promise 
was given. The time when he was tilled was neither day nor 
night, but twilight, and his body was neither on the earth nor in 
heaven, but on the knees of his destroyer. 
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IV. 

|)[i;t-dnha 


(TRftWSL&TIO».) 

I^bhun, tUc stagn if (!» totn Iftmii, having an^iumtd 
tbe 0f a man*U0a, the h^dt; hdng tihe that ci n man, and 
the tevvibte fare irith hlaad-eed et}e$ lihe that ot a Uaa, entered 

I 

the titourt af the deman ^leantta-ha^stpn and ataad betare him. 

gignt ^urana. 
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Y. 


THE viMANA ATATARA. 


Anothes demon-king, MaMbali, or the Great Bali, had, by dint of 
penance and devotion, obtained from Brahmd the sovereignty of the 
universe, that is, of the three regions,—the heavens, the eaith, 
and Pfitila (the lower world). He was a model monarch in all 
respects, but his overweening pride engendered in Ms mind a 
supreme contempt of all divine and mortal powers. He was chari¬ 
table, and kind to his subjects, but, as has been said, his chief guilt 
lay in denying to the deities and their attendant miruBters the 
homage and oblations that were unquestionably their due, Re- 
' peated insults of this nature at last roused the ire of the gods, 
who applied in a body to Vishsu for redress. With the view of 
humbling the arrogance of the offending monarch, Vishnu took 
birth, in the shape of a licketty little dwarf ( VdmanaX na the son 
of an old sage, Kasyapa, by his wife Aditi, and appeared before the 
Great Bali, wliile ho was, on one occasion, displaying his pomp and 
magnificence at a banquet, and was *' in the giving vein." Taking 
advantage of this opportunityi the Dwarf-God supplicated the grant 
J. of a modest request, viz., of as much land &s could be embraced by 

three strides, wherein, he added, he would accommodate himself, 
dfe his umbrella, his books, his drinking cup and his staff. Struck 
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witli the singularitj and modesty of his prayer, Bali reminded 
him that all the three regions were his, and that it would not be 
asking too much even if the prayer was for land sufficient for the 
erection of a large palace. To this the Dwarf naively replied that 
the wants of a poor Brahmin were but few, and that if the request 
he had preferred were complied with, he would consider his ambi¬ 



tion amply gratified. WMle BaU w^as ratifying his promise, 
according to the custom of those days, by pouring out water from 
a vessel upon the hand of the person to whom it was given, 

d> 

his priest, Sukr^chiTya, warned him of the danger that would 
•follow his rash promise, ibr, added he, the miserably'^lad 
and disproportioned mendicant was no other than the great 
Vishflu himself But the monarch 'was too high-minded to take 
back bis word that was once given. The water was no sooner poured 
into the hands of the Vdmana, than his size began visibly to in¬ 
crease till it assumed such colossal proportions that "without the 
least effort he made one stride and compassed the vast globe of 
tbe earth i with the second, the whole of the airy expanee j and, 
while he was, with the third, going to stride over the infernal 
regions (Pdidlat) Bali, convinced of the divinity of the supposed 
mendicant, prostrated himself and begged of the God to place that 
step over his herui, and to pardon him for his pride and arrogance. 
Being depiived of the supremacy over the three regions by this \ 
piece of ingenuity, Bali had no place where to go. As a reward, 
however, for bis past righteousness, ho was assigned a delightful 
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habitation in Pdtdla^ from whence, after a temporary residence and 
unceasing devotion, he was translated to heaven. 

-According to Professor Goldstiicker, the Vedic conception of 
the three strides of Vishnu, is doubtless the basis of the idea whence 
this Avatdra arose.’' Mention of the three steps is made in portions 
of the Rigveda and Taittiriya Sanhitd. 
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!Jamaiia ^cataifa 


tTBAHSLATfOH.) 

gim —vchm U ailPifncd iritU the * itivatsm' 

matItjS and mtti the precious pm * gnti^itthlia/ whP^e U 
heautifnt and ^hintnij tihe the re^ptendent fnU-mppn, who^e t\p$ are 
lihe «ihite4Uifji, who i$ of ^tnatl statute, leho wears the saerifieint 
gone and is ijirt htj an antrlope'hide round his waist» who hotils 
a staff in one of his handSt who is artaijed in the dress and with 
the appointments lihe those of a ^rahmin newlp invested with 
the saered thread, and who is versed in all the ' ^'Cdus* and 
< ^^^edanps’—to ^im the inightg gods and the holg sages, aeeom' 
panted hg |ndra, rendered homage and offered peagers. 


^adma-^urana. 
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THE TEK PILTNCIPAli ATJItAeAS QP TBI [11KDU8« 



YI. 



THE paeasH'RjIma atatAra. 


PAitASXJ-aljiA, tlie sixth iDcaiiiation of Vishjiii, was the son of a 
pious Brahoiin of the name of Jamadagni, by Rennkd, a Khsaliiya 
Princess. It is lelated that the pious sago had, on one occasion, 
reason to be dissatisfied Trith the conduct of his wife, and asked his 
sons to cut^ off her head. £acli and ail of them refused, except 
Parasu rama, who, Bubordinating feeling to obedience and filial dnfy, 
without hesitation beheaded her with the Par<mi, (axe)—the gift 
of his patron deity Mahadeva. Highly pleased with his bou’b sense 
of duty, Jamadagni wished him to request a boon. He prayed that 
his mother might be brought bOiCk to life, and that himself might 
enjoy long life and prove invincible in war. The request was granted. 
In order to atone, however, for the sin of matricide, Hama went to 
Mount Eaildxa where he remained absorbed for years in meditation 
and prayer. In the meantime a Kshatriya king, (Kai'tt/avirya), 
while out hunting, happened to come to the hermitage of Jamadagni 
and was there entertained in right royal style in the absence of the 
venerable ss^e by his pions spoiKe. Ascertaining that the sonree 
from which all the rich viands and delicacies came was KdmtMmu. 
the cow of plenty-which the god Indra had left in the hermit's 
charge, the king expressed a wish to have it. Eesenting the refusal, 
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he attempted to take forcible possesaiou. of the aniinal, but the divine 
cow, suddenly assuming extraordinary size, showed a bold front to the 
king and his followers* most of whom she gored to death or put to 
flight. Parasu-r4ma, on his return to the hermitage, was informed of 
the treacherous conduct of K^Lrttyavirya, and burning to revenge the 
insult offered to his father, pursued the Kshatriya king in hot haste, 
slew him, and then went back to resume his meditations and prayer 
on Mount Kaildm. The sons of Karttyavii^a, to avenge the death of 
their father, subsequently slew the pious Brahmin, who, at the last 
moment, called, loudly on Parasu-rdma for help. But the res¬ 
ponse came when all was over. Parasu-rama who arrived when the 
funeral pyre of his father was being lighted, swore solemnly that he 
would extirpate from the face of the earth the whole race of Kshatri- 
yas whose leaders had in so cowardly a maimer murdered his iuoffen* 
sive father. And thrice seven times did he clear the earth of the 
Kshatriya caste, subsequently restoring the sovereignty to the 
Bi'ahmins, and establishing order and system amongst them. He 
was, however, refused possession by the ungrateful Brahmins of a 
piece of land where to spend the rest of his days in peace and 
meditation. Parasu-r5.ma accordingly journeyed to the Malabar 
Coast, where he bt^ged of Varuaa, the god of the ocean, to gianfchim 
as much space as an arrow would fly over. Fearing, when apprised 
of the divine nature of Parasn-i'dma, that tlie recxuest contained 
some trick of TiBliQu's, (like that practised on Bali on a previous occa¬ 
sion), to deprive him of his possessions, Vai’ujia applied to the other 
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gods for advice. Under their direction it was arranged that, on the 

night previous, the god of death should in the shape of a white ant 

* 

almost sever the string of Parasu-rd,ma*Bbow, so that the arrow when 

shot fortli would go but a little way. The plan succeeded admirably, 

* 

and Parasu-rama was obliged to content himself with a limited plot 
of land, formed by the receding of the sea on the Malabar Coast, 
where, according to the legend, he is still living. 
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vn. 

THE Ri^MA AVATAEA. 

Hatajta, the ten-headed and twenty-armed giant-monarch of 
Latikd, tCeyloQi, having received from Brahmi, through Bingle- 
tninded devotion and severe penances, the boon of invincibility 
as regards gods and demons, began to take so much advantage 
of it, by tyrannising over the gods, (some of whom he ordered to 
do even menial works), that they went up to Yiahnu with earnest 
solicitations for speedy redress. In the conclave of gods it was 
resolved that Yishnn should again iucarnate himself and be bora 
as the son of Da^ratha, King of AyodhyA, (Ondh), whUe his consort, 
Lakshmi, should join him in the mundane world in the shape of 
Sit&, the daughter of king Janaka of Mithila (Behar). It was also 
resolved that the gods representing the elements of nature, 
should come down in the form of monkeys and lend their aid in tlie 
punishment and destruction of the demon-king, who did not, 
at the time of asking the favor of Brahma, contemplate the possi¬ 
bility of any harm coming to him from such iasigmiicant quarters 
as man and monkey. Kama, or as he is popularly called, Wk ma 
Chandra, with his step-brothers, Lakshraana, Bhai-ata and Satrughna, 
grew apace and made rapid improvements in the arts and sciences 

under the tutelage of Yaslstha. At the request of TisvAmltra, the 

% 

pious wliose forest retreat os w^W as those of his noighbouring 
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peace-loving brother-hermits were molested by a she-demon 
named Tirak^, Hirna Chandra, ^'hile yet a boy, killed this pest 
of the forest, and freed the conn try fi'om her depredations. While 
out on this expedition, he was conducted to the court of Janaka, 
King of lititlilli, who had a lovely daughter named SitS, said to have 
been bom of the earth, and to have been taken up while the land 
was being ploughed. It was known that the beantifhl Siti>was 
destined by her royal father for him who would succeed in bending 
a wonderful bow of enormous toughness and strength (belonging to 
Sival—which was in the palace. All the renowned heroes and stal¬ 
wart warriors of those days came and went away disappointed, 
ashamed and wondering at their inability even to lift up the mighty 
bow. It was left to Eama Chandra to achieve triumphant success. 
He succeeded not only in bending it, bnt in breaking it into two 
ftagments. The hand of the lovely Sit4 was accordingly awarded 
to bim . She proved herself to be the embodiment of all that was 
pure, tender and loving. Meanwhile, Dasaratha, getting old and 
sick with the cares of royalty, was preparing for the installation of 
his eldest-bom, Hima Chandra, to the throne. At this moment he 
was reminded by his second wife, Kaikeyi, of his promlset given to her 
in consideration of his satisfaction with her conduct on two occa- 
sions, that he would confer on her any two boons she might 
ask whenever she should desire to do so; and was utterly 
astounded to hear from hei’ lips tho unreasonable requests she 
now preferred at the instigation of a spiteful, hump-backed 
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tnaid'Servant of hers. The first was, that Bharata, her scHp should 
be placed on the throne instead of Hdnia Chandra; and the second, 
that Rama Chandra should be exiled to the forests for a period of 
fourteen years. H4iiia Chandra, with rare high-mindedness 
sense of duty, accepted his position and betook himself to the 
wilderness in the garb of a mendicant, accompanied by his faithfiil 
consort Sitd, and his brother Lakshmana, both similarly dressed; and 
though he earnestly solicited them to leave him. alone in his exile, 
Ms objeddODS were affectionately but firmly overruled. Here they 
suffered much privations. 



During their sojourn in the forests, Lakshmaaa incurred the 
displeasure of StirpanakhS, a sister of Ravaaa, by scornfully reject¬ 
ing the Bdkshasi's proffered love, and chastised her impudence by 
cutting off her ears and nose. But hell hath no fury like a woman 
scorned.” — ^The outraged Sdrpaaakhi went over to Havana in a 
paroxysm of rage and induced him to take some steps to avenge 
her. Maricha, one of the attendants of the mighty monster, was 
ordered to betake himself to the forest of Daadaka and to assume 

m 

the form of a golden deer. He did so. Sita, charmed with the 
wonderful beauty of the animal, expressed a wish to become its 
possessor. R4nia promptly went in pursuit of the handsome animal, 
and Lakshmasa^ likewise, a short time after, was induced to go in 
search of Mm, deceived by a cry for help, wMch appeared apparently 
to proceed from Rdma. Taking advantage of the absence of both 
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the brothers from the hermitagCj Rivaaa approached it, disguised 
as a religious meudicant, and, pouncing upon the startled SiU, 
carried her to his car, and bore her away through space to his 
sea-girt home, Ceylon. Loud and bitter were the lamentations of 
the brothers when they missed Sita on their return to the hut, 
and hot and eager was the search which they made for her in 
the vast wilderness. They at last succeeded in finding the track 
of the ravisher by means of the ornaments which Sita had inten¬ 
tionally dropped to guide them in their search. Thus they came 
across Sugriva, king of the monkeys, and having entered into a 
firm alliance with him, they directed their steps towards the South. 
The stretch of water which separates India from Ceylon, was crossed 
by E^ma Chandra's invading army, by means of a bridge of stones, 
(the position of which is now represented by “ Adam’s Bridge/’) 
and Lanka was beseiged. It would occupy much more space than 
the scope of the present work would admit of, were details given 
of the mighty struggle which ended in the defeat and death of 
RAvana. For glowing and thrilling descriptions of the terrible 
battles that took place, of the unparaUeled heroism of the leaders 
of the opposing hosts, of the privations and disappointments to 
which Rdma Chandra and his party were, from time to time, sub¬ 
jected, of the faithful services rendered by the staunch and stalwart 
Hanumdna, the monkey-god, of the wisdom and stem rectitude of 
Bibhishaaa, whot thongh a brother of Edvaaa, had the moral courage 
to secede from his camp and join the canae of virtue and justice. 
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tho reader is referred to that Hiad of the East," the K^mayana 
itself. It would auf&ce for the purpose of this work to mention, that* 
performing prodigies of valour, Rivama was routed and slain, and all 
the members of his valiant family shared his fate. Sita was recovered. 
But, before taking her to his heart, R4ma Chandra, to test that she 
still retained, her truth and purity, made her undergo the ordeal 
of fire. As expected, she came out of it triumphant. The victorious 
Rama Chandra now returned in pomp and state to Ayodhycl, 
and ascended the throne left vacant by tho death of his father, 
who had died of a broken heart inmiediately after the departure 
of Bdma Chandra to the forests, Bbarata having decidedly declined 
to be disloyal to his royal brother and to assume the reins of 
government. It was whispered about, however, and the whispers 
reached the ears of Edma Chandra, that Sita had lost the crown 
of all female virtues — chastity — by remaining so long in the power 
of BAvafia, A poor washerman one day had a violent quarrel with 
his wife On account of her misbehaviour, and turned her out of the 
house, saying that he was not going, like Rama Chandra, to be 
duped by an impure wife. This the king happened to hear, and he 
felt keenly the scorn Implied in these words. To prevent such accus¬ 
ation against no leas a person than his beloved queen being bruited 
about, and to stop for ever tbe breath of scandal, he ordered his 
cverfaitbful brother lakshmaua to take the unfortunate SitA, who 
was then going to be a mother, to the forest and leave her there to 
take care of herself This painftil and cruel sacrifice to the popular 
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voice,—^tbe object being to identify royalty Tvith. tbo feelmga 
and wishea of the people^—was accomplished* In due time Sita 

•f 

gave birth to twins, Lava and Kusa, who were taken care of and 


educated in the sMdras by the sage Villmiki, with whom the helpless 
ex-queen had taken refuge. The boys had, on one occasion, retained 



fice contemplated by Rama Chandra), which was, according to the rules 
for the Sacrifice, let loose npon the world* This act of theirs brought 
about a violent collision between them and the brothers of Eama Ohan- 
draj who vrere One by one defeated by them and put to death* Rama 
Chandra who had at last come to the rescue, was doomed to a 
similar fate. The water of immortality liaving subsequently been 
poured upon the dead by the sage Ydlmlki, they sprang back into 
life. Mutual recognition followed, and the hitherto miserable queen 
and the two princes were taken in triumph back to the capital. But 
the poor lady had no rest. Circumstances occurred, and she was again 
called upon to prove her virtue. Harassed and weary of life, in the 
agony of her sufferings, she called on her mother to appear and 
relieve her of her unfortunate existence. Her supplication was 
heal'd. The earth opened wide, and her innocence having been 
made patent to all, she dropped into her mother’s arm and was lost 
to view* The disconsolate king was determined to quit a life which 
had become henceforth burthensome to him, but the God of Death 
interposed, and reminded him that his time had not yef 
When that time arrived, RAma went in great state to th 
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Sarayu, and -wMle walking into it, was hailed by heavenly voices 
of welcome, and entered “ into the glory of Vlsbnn " 



Kama Avatdira has numerous ’woraMppera aU over India and 
particularly in Oudh and Bebar. He is held to be the prototype of 
an undatmted hero and a popular sovereign, tempering mercy with 

justice, a terror to wrongHloera, but meek as a lamb to the innocent 
and to those devoted to him,—a model of magnanimity, purity of 
character, virtue, wisdom, simplicity, and tender-heartednesB >. in 
short, of all the attributes of a really good king and a just mortal 
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VII. 


llama (!^liainli[a i^ratap P«i[Ui. 


(TBftHSLATJOM.) 

glint d ms ututaginji ptayng ig |law« Cii«na», ttw 

tut gf wbggt iigAs 

litgUc Uig wwigt* “'*‘k « ** 

adotntfl witk utmtrts aail fiasWaj iotfl#,—tb* palm »i ant baad 

BMSsd on Ws kggow «»>l *■** **•<” *"* •*** ‘“**'“9 

a«jrti 0 »Btg fllnnttj an btt, m *he sits kHIi » Istus i« bn bawA, 

tadiaist witb tb» mpltnirot btautg of tbg lijUtniitg! 

Sanita-^ata. 
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First Strain, 
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Second Strain* 



Si tia aVft pa tin w ro ni ha ka ran bi dj'un ui bbiC 



— gba bft u pa B^jRQ tEifi nm ko tin ga da di 
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* 

THE BAHi-RiKA ATATARA. 


The life of Balariraa is so closely associated witlt that of 


. Kiiehaa, the popular Hhidu Deity, that it is necessary to narrate the 
particulars of the bii-th of both, in order to bring out the history 
of the eighth Avatara clearly before the reader. Kausa, a cruel 

and powerful demon-king of Mathura, liad a cousin named Derakl, 
who was married to Vasndeva. Kaiisa having recelTed a warning 
from above, that the eighth child born of Devaki would be the causa 
of his death, ordered her, together with her husband, to be put in 
irons and kept under strict guard. Six children bom of them were 
one by one put to death by command of the tyrant. The tyranny 
and oppression of the king having become absolutely intolerable to 
the gods, they prayed to Visbau for relief and aid. Whereupon 
Visto took two hairs, one white and the other black, which, at his 
will, were transformed into Balardma and Kidshna, (one Mr and the 
other black, according to the color of the hair from which each had 
sprung), and, as such, they were placed one after the other m the 
womb of Devaki,-BalaT4ma as her seventh, and Krisliaa as her eighth 



conception. Balarama, however, was by some mysterious and di^dne 
agency transferred from the womb of Devaki to that of Rohinl, 
another wife of Vasndeva, who was then residing at Gokula. This 
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was done to preserve the life of the child from the persecntiong of the 
cruel king, Krishna was, immediately after Ins birth, secretly 
Temoved by bis father and left in charge of Tasodi^ the wife of 
Nanda^ a well'to-do cow^herd of Qokola,, who had just then given 
birth to a daughter. While the guards a-ere wrapped in mysterious 
slumber, the new-born babe of Nanda was carried away and substi¬ 
tuted for the infant Krishna. No one but Yasudeva and his wife 
knew of the substitution. The changeling was regarded as the 
eighth issue of Devaki, and was, according to the orders of Kaiisa, 
taken to be slain. But the gods protected her, and she slipped out 
of the hands of the deputed assassin and flew up to the skicst 
warning the tyrant, before disappearing in the heavens, that his slayer 
was growing apace and flourishing at Gokula, Kansa’s eyes were now 
opened^ and fae was satisfied that he had been over-reached. In his 
fury he gave orders for the massacre of ali the newly-born male child' 

ren in his kingdom, and demons and monsters were sent out, in the 

♦ 

shape of men, women and animals, to bring about their death, 
Balar^a and Krishna, who had been taken charge of by Nanda, 
and were nurtured and bixiught up at Gokula, and subsequently at 
Brind^bana, grew up together and became intimate as brothers. 
Balar&ma was endued with Herculean strength, and took a promi¬ 
nent part in many of the boyish pranks and adventures of hia com¬ 
rade Kriabaa. One of his earliest exploits was the destruction of 
the great demon Bhenuka, who had, in the form of an ass, attempted 
to encompass his death. Another demon, named Pralambai who 
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essayed to cany him off on his shoulders, was dashed to pieces 
by the infant hero. In one of hia drunken fitB,^for he was known 
to be inordinately fond of intoxicating liquors,—he oouunanded the 
river Yamun^ (Jumna) to come to where he was, that be might 
bathe therein, but, enraged at the order not being promptly heeded. 



he plunged his plough share, (which he had always with him), into 
the river, and dragged the waters after him whithersoever he went, 
until they had to ask his pardon. Failing to kill the brothers by 
means of hired assassins, Kausa invited them to a sacrificial feast at 
Mathur^, where he thought be could more effectuaUy carry out his 
plans regarding their destruction. The brothers accepted the invit¬ 
ation, and after successfully passing through several adventures, 
reached the Palace. Erishsa was to a material extent indebted to 
Balardma for the fruition of the object of his life, viz,, the destruction 
of the tyrant king. Balarima was, like his brother, not only a mytho¬ 
logical but a historical characjten He was interested in the Great Ktiru- 




pill 




kahetra War, though he did not take any 
^iimba the son of Krishaa, was detained a prisoner at Hastinapur 
by Puryodhana, Balardma demanded his release, and incensed at 
receiving a refusal, thrust hia plough-share under the ramparts of 
the dty and drew them towards him, until his enemies were com¬ 
pelled to surrender their prisoner. When Aijuna with the approval 
and help of Ki'ishca, carried away his sister Subhadr^, Balardma set 
out with his followers in hot pursuit, and was at last with difficulty 
pursuaded to desist. One of his last heroic feats recorded was 
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destmction of the dreadful demon Dvividha, who had assumed the 
shape of a monkey and stolen iiis weapons. He quitted this world 
before Krislijaa, while sitting tinder a banyan tree. 



According to some accounts, based on popular belief, Krishaa 
is considered to be the eighth Incarnatioa, But others hold that 
he is the -peifect vn^nifestatioti of Vishnu, and, as such, cannot be 
called an Incarnation, having but partially the essence of dlnnity 
in him. When he is thus regarded, his elder brother, Balarima, 
takes his place as the eighth AvatSra. In representing the latter as 
an Avat^a, the anthority of Vyasa, (the renowned author of the 
Puranas and the MahSbhirata), who is said to have mentioned the 
names of the Incarnations in the following sentence, may be cited: _ 

" ^nfPTwr t 

tnfr rwg y ** 

The following pithy sentence of Annshtubhitch^iyya may also be 
quoted : — 


which means, ** Two from the waters, two from the forests, next a 
dwarf, then the three Itlinias, then the tender-hearted and the cmeL*^^ 
The iirst * two refer to the Fish and Tortoise Incarnations, the next 



** two” to the Boar and Man-lion Incarnations, the third to the 
YSmana or Dwarf Incarnation, "‘the three Rdmas” to Parasu-nima, 
Rdraa Chandra and Balarama, then came Buddha the tender-hearted, 
and last Kalki the implacable. Besides, the description of the 
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eightli Incarnation, given by Jayadeva in bis celebrated '"Ode to 



the Ten Avataraa/’ points, in clear and immistakeable language, to 
Balarima ns the eighth Avatdra, It has been stated that, while 
Lakshmana, the younger brother of the seventh Avatara, was on 
the point of death, ihaving receiTed a tremendous shock from the 
l^akti-^lct (weapon) hurled at him by the mighty Edvaaa), Rama 
Chandra, whose heart bled for the agonies of his faithful brother, 
made a mental vow that in his next birth, he wonld aUow L^h- 
masa to be bom before him as his elder brother. BalarSma is, ac¬ 
cording to this legend, the Lakshmana of the Dvapra Tuga Others, 
however, assert that he is the Incarnation of the great Serpent Sesha, 
and that at the time of his demise, a snake issued from his mouth. 
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vin. 

^alarama §njatai(a 

(THAKaUftTIOH.) 

(0tt fSiw,—uriia wiinnt MU tnjjriails tt suns, 

h Ube iU\ d iU isnau'-rtiid vcXim bead i$ 

fitlji rtouiaed with a frfla’tt d j5frpmt$—Ibfir hoods upraistd,— 
on ahoop pars flash gpm-stt rings, aho is vrstfd in rharming hiur, 
in ahosf four hands gUam the plongh'Shate, the waff, the foaeh 
and the sieord, trha is adorned with nefhiaff, armlet, hrarelet and 
littg —jnt with the sacrlfieial sone,—glfaming with fflestial 
—ntith pleasant ejies, smiling hewitehinglg, as if gladdened 
ha ambrosial wine and amorous dalUanee, his bine raiment slipping 
down from his handsome form,—on gim shonldst thou meditate 
and eentre thy thoughts I 

^atra'^raharana. 
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KEDARA. 
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First Strain. 
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IX. 


THE BtiDDHA ATATABA. 

Buddha, the son of Suddhodana and M^y^devi, waa born at 
Kapilavaatu,* the capital of his fa,therms kingdom, situated somewhere 
at the foot of the mountama of NepauL He was in his early days 
called Siddhartha* but was subsequently better known as Sakya- 

j 

Siiigha, or the Lion of the Sakya family, and also as Goutama> 

after the clan to which he belonged. It is said that — 

** The childhood show* the men. 

As moniiog eh-oers tiie day/* 

The infancy of Buddha furnished a very accurate forecast of the 
future character and movements of the great religions reformer. 
He was, unlike the children of his age, always averse to play, but 
loved, whenever he could find opportunity of being alone, to 
frequent the forests and lose himself in meditations. His father 
sought to prevent him becoming a dreamer, by marrying him to the 
beautifaL and accomplished Gopa, the daughter of DaudapdoL But 
tins made no difference iu his life. “ Kothing is stable on earth/' he 
used to say, nothing is real. Life is like the spark produced by the 
friction of wood. It is lighted and is extinguished — we know not 
whence it came or whither it goes. It is like the sound of a lyre, 


■ Accvfiliiig to tlie Budillilst ahnclelei of Tliibet, KftplIftTMtn or KApi1ft-B«£«im wiu founiTed 
by iome of the aolu ben GotAina. m the hmk of b bdco Beu the rim BobigI iu 

Koe^nle." 
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and the "wise iuelii asks in vain &oin whence it came and wliither 
it goes. There ranst be some Bupreme intelligence where we could 
find rest. If I attained it, I could bring light to man; if I were 
free myself, I could deliver the world/^ All sorts of worldly amuse¬ 
ments were tried to divert his mind from philosophy and polemics, 
but in vain. Whilej once out on a drive, he came upon a man 
sinking under the influence of extreme old age ; on another occasion, 
he met one groaning with illness ; on a third occasion, he saw a 
religious devotee going about for alms. Goutaraa was an acute 
observer as well as a profound thinker, and the sight of these three 
individuals brought home to him the foolishness of boasting of the 
riches of youth, which were destined to become the prey of old age, 
the absurdity of relying upon abundant health, as it comes and 
vanishes like the phantoms of a dream^ and the necessity of leading 
the religions and hnmble life of a recluse, renouncing all the plea¬ 
sures and desires of the world with its endless troubles and 
tnrmoila. Such and like cogitations w^orked so strongly upon his al¬ 
ready over wrought mind, tliat one night he stole out of the house on 
horse-back, "and, attended only by a single follower, left his father and 
wdfo, eluding the vigilance of the guards who had been keeping 
watch over hiuL At dawn of day, he made over his horse and his 
ornaments to the servant, and bade him return to the capital. 
According to the author of the Lalita-Visfcara, (a work on the life 
and doctrines of Buddha), a monument is still to be seen on the 
spot where the coachman turned back." Its situation lies about 
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50 miles E. 8. E, from Gornckpur. Buddha first went to VaisUij* 
where, nnder the tutelage of a celebrated Braiimiu, he learned all 
that the sage could teach him, but his disappoinment was great 
when he failed to obtain a satisfactory solution of the great problem 
of salvation. He tried another Pundit at Rijagriha, the capital of 
Magadha (Behar), but the result was equally fruitlesg. He nest betook 
himself to a solitary village called Uruvilva, where, iu conjunction 
with five of his fellow-students, he, for a period of six years, prac¬ 
tised austerites. At the expiration of this period, his brother- 
students abandoned him as a heretic, in consequence of his hold¬ 
ing that asceticism was a huge stuiabling-block in the way of truth. 
After a long series of meditations, iu the course of which he was 
favored with divers visions, he arrived at “that true knowledge which 
discloses the causes, and thereby destroys the fear, of all the changes 
inherent in life.’* It was, at this moment, that he claimed the title 
of Buddha, or the Enlightened, and, allowing compassion for suffer¬ 
ing humanity to get the better of an intention to keep liis knowledge 
a sealed book to the world, he became the fouader of a new sect, 
which, even to this day, numbers among its adherents about 
455,000.000 human beings. He is said to have visited Benai'es, the 
stront^hold of Brahmmism. The fii'st thing he did there, was to seek 


* ¥aWtli ii oalobcmt^d t}i& diiiif sc&t of e&rlf Uborn of Aud m couif^lured bj 

somo to bo Prajlp ot AUAbabcu! ; hnX oooQrdiii^ lo tbo EimljTia^ ita ilU Jb miiuli lower down on tlifi 
norlb bulk of tba trangM- Cenfiral CunDLcgliBm places it nbont 37 miL&« □ortb of Patao, and ideotl- 
fiea It wltk the TiUtigs uf Ooiirb^ iuoludiug the old rmnrtl fort known aa JSd/d Vii^dt-kd-^rhi or the 
fort of Vii'llfl, the reputed fuuudor of mDieiit Yaia'ili. 





























THE TEN PRINCiPAl. AVAtIeaS OT Tlt£ HINDUS. 



-^ ^ 


outt and, by dint of argument and sound logic, make his former five 
fellow-students, who abandoned him for his heresy, acknowledge 
the truth of his doctrine. From what can be collected fi:om stray 
accounts left of this gieat man, it appears that he was once invited 
by king Bimbisdra to hia capital Riyagriha, and was there presented 
■with the Monastery of Xaiantaka. Here he delivered some of his 
most important discourses. While in this plaee^ ho was joined by 
three of his well known followers, S^riputra K^ty^yasOt and Haud- 
galyayaua. He lived in peace and enjoyed for a long lime the 
friendship of the good king, tiU the prince, his son, assassinated him 
The next place Buddha is known to have settled in, was Srdvasti,* 
(north of the Ganges), the capital of Kosala.f the king of which 
place, Prasenjit, became a convert to his faith. On the occasion of 
his visit to hia father at Kapilavastu, after a separation of twelve 
years, he is said to have pefonned several miracles and converted all 
the Sakyas to his doctrines. His wife and aunt were the first 
female conveits to Buddhism in India. At the age of 70, Buddha 
repeated his visit to Bdjngriha, the capital of AjAtisatm, (the parri¬ 
cide, and consequently the enemy of Buddha), and made him his 


• S'rira&ti, on the Boplt, wn* tba capUol of Uttnrn Ecw'itlb or Ondh, to the north of the GL£gn, 
It ta idwtUted bj wua with Foimbekd, 

■f “ On Sanju’i hank of amplo 
Tlia l&ppy KkltD of Koi'&la Uea."—QaimTm. 

»A oonntiyoDthe Snnju riror, hbTing Ajodhyifer ita oapiu). The oAuie ii fuioualj ap. 
plied to other conatrim in the e&et, fttid Lu tho loutli, iitii] la iha Vkdhya hlaoDtoiiLs, It protiniil/ 
widened with Lbo domuiious of its mien, oud put of Bimt la oallod Dakeluiia-koa'iik, the Southoia 
Koa'ida.'’ 
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follower, after wringing out of hiTO a public confession of bis crinies. 
He also re-visited Vai^li. After leaving it, he advanced towards 
the dty of Ku^-nagara,# and there he firat felt the gradual decrease 
of vitality in him. While halting under a 6al tree in the forest, he 
breathed his last, or, in the language of Buddhism, entered into 
JVirvdtk^ (final beatitude). 


According to the doctrines of Buddhism, the various transmi¬ 
grations, through which the soul is destined to pass, are not caused by 
the Creator or the Ruler of the Universe, The power that eontrols 
the world is expressed by the word Kartnma, literally, action—which 
may be good or bad, or both. The Buddhistic religion inculcates 
moralHy, and benevolence is its chief characteristic. 

The birth of Buddha appears to have occurred in the 7th, and 
his death in the 6th, century before Christ (621 — 543 B. 0.) Several 
religious reformers, bom m after ages, and following the doctrines of 
Buddha are'now known by the name of their great prototype. 


According to the Paurauic legends, the apparent object of this 
Incarnation, (for it must be remembered that this religious reformer 
is therein regarded as uotbing lees than an Avatdi-a,) was to abolish 
the sanguinaiy sacrifices prescribed in the Vedas. But the real 


* Sitmtod extotlj 35 milea to iIlb of GoruoltpiiT^ Wil^ou iitentlfi^ tlio with tba 
ralud of Eoiifi. Acoarding to Baddliiatia ooaouut^ th^ death of Buddha took ploco ota full- 
moon of 5^5 B. C. 









































object was to make the demons and wicked men court their own 
destruction, which would be the inevitable result of their contempt 
of the Vedas, the rejection by them of caste, and the denial of the 
existence and power of the gods. 

It is mentioned in the Purd^s that the demoDS had asked 
Indra as to the best means by which they might' have dominion 
over the world,' and were directed by him, to betake themselves to 
sacrifices, purification» and piety, in order that their ambition might 
be crowned with success. While they were preparing for a solemn 
sacrifice and general purification, Vishfiu, at the earnest entreaty of 
the deities, came to them in the garb of a Sanny&ait named Buddha, 
with his hair braided in a knot on the crown of his head, wrapt 
in a squalid mantle, and with a broom in his hand.'' Being ques¬ 
tioned by the demons, as to the uncleanlineaa of his clothing and the 
singularity of the implement he carried with him, Buddha remarked 
that ^^it was cruel, and consequently impious, to deprive any 
creature of lifethat, in spite of what might have been dictated by 
the Vedas, every sacrifice of an animal was an abominatiou, and 
that purification was wickedness; for were not thousands of small 
Insects and unseen animal life destroyed in the act of bathing or 
washing clothes ? He accounted for the untidiness of his appearance 
by mentioning bis aversion to ablations, and stated that the 
object of his carrying a broomstick with him was to sweep the 
giound before him when walking, so that he might not tread on 
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some poor harmless reptile. He declaimed against the inhiomanity 
of sacrificing animals for religious purposes with so much reason, 
and heart-stiiring eloquence, that the demons burst into tears, and, 
with one voice, gave up their project of performing the sacrifice and 
the purification eeremonies, and with those, all hopes of domineering 
over heaven and earth. 
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PILU-JANCLA. 

TIla—PATATA liA. 


I 


First Strain- 



S'in t&S Qa di prA ni ba dhA ti bbl taS bri fai^ ja 



t| jd tn dita — rot t» ml n gun. 


Second Strain, 



Ta nSl Ja Bftd gai ri ka gati ra ba a Iraa yo gC a'va 



























































































































































































THE KALKI AYATAEA. 

It has been already stated that the duration of the present 
{MU) yuga is 432,000 years, of which 4,979 years, have been gone 
through. At the expiration of the remaining period, the Kalki 
Avatara will appear as a sign of the dissolution of the mundane 
system. A new world will then spring up, phoenix-like, out of the 
ashes of the former, and a new Satya Yuga will be ushered in. 

" On the approach of Kalki," says M. Sormerat, in his voyages, 
** the sun and moon shall be darkened, the earth tremble, and the 
stars fan from the firmament | that, then the serpent Ananta, (or 
in^niiy, on which Vishgu reposes,) from liia thousand mouths, shall 
vomit forth flames which shall consume the spheres and all Hving 
creatures." 



The Kali Yuga commencing from the date of Yishjiu’s return to 
heaven, after the eighth Incarnation, is the period, which, according 
to the Bhabishya Purasa, (which treats of future occurreDces,) will be 
characterised by the prevalence of viciousness and immorality, and 
by the general decline of everything good. The Vedas and the other 
sacred writings will then be disregarded ; Brahmins or the sacred 
castes will have no respect and precedence iu society; the acquisition 
of wealth will more closely occupy the attention of mankind than that 
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of virtue; the desire for the gratification of selfish pleasures will 
be paramount in the humati mind ; the whole world will appear to 
be hopelessly drifting towards wTeck and ruin. The advent of the 
Kalki Avatfira will be at such a time, and lie will succeed in rooting 
out iniquity from the earth and re establishing the reign of righteous¬ 
ness and peace, 

A detailed account of the Kalki Avatdra is subjoined, as it 
might not be known to some of the readers. The history is given 
as a legend. It should be remembered, however, that the events 
narrated therein are yet to come. 

Being able no longer to bear the burden of iniquity that pre¬ 
vailed amongst the inhabitants of this globe in the Kail Yuga, 
Mother Earth, accompanied by the deities, and headed by Brahm4, 
went up to the Paradise of Vishau aud made known to the Preserver 
the sins of Kadi. The prayerful solicitation of the gods found 
a favorable bearing« and Vishau promised them speedy relief. He in¬ 
timated his intention of taking huiuau birth, in the city of Sambhala, 
as the son of Vishauyas^ and of Sumati his ndfe. It was further 
arranged that Lakshmi, the consort of Yiaiiau, should be bom as 
Padma, the daughter of Brihadratha, king of Ceylon, by his wife 
Kaumudi, and join him on earth as his wife; and that the gods 
should likewise take human forms to help Vishau in the destruction 
of the wicked andin the regeneration of the world, KaJki was, 
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accordingly, born in the city of Sambhala(l) oa the 12th day before 
the fall-moon In the mouth of Baiadklij corresponding with the latter 
portion of April and the beginning of May. At the request of 
Brahmi the infant was obliged to be content with two arms instead 
of the four which be had at his birth. His parents who saw tins 
change, thought that they must have been deceived by an optical 
deinsion. Farasu-rama, KripachAryya, Yyasa, and other imiuoi'tals 
came to see the boy-god in the guise of mendicants, and by tliena 
the infant was named Kalhi, or the destroyer of Kalka (sin). 
In due time he was invested with the sacred thread and 
put in charge of Parasu-rama, who undertook to train him 
up in all the arts and sciences. He subsequently learnt the 
use of arms from Mahadeva, ivho, in appreciatiou of his talents, 
presented him with a sword of terrible power, a horse cap¬ 
able of carrying him anywhere at his will, and a wonderful 
parrot ( Suka ) gifted with every knowledge. After his mamage 
with Padma, the daughter of the king of Ceylon, Kalld set out to 
conquer with a iai'ge army. He first attacked Kikata[2) the land of 
the Buddhas and slew their mighty king Jina(3), together with all his 
friends and followers. On the defeat and death of Jina, the Mlech- 


(I) A city litiiilod ill tlia diviiioti of Auoiout Imlii*, Uie eouutr^ iiorlJi tiiti) west of 

batireeii tlia foot of ibo Bimilnyo wid Cm Cliimbiii uluotiGod bj some wUb Snmbfilpir. 

^3) A ooBuny iiibnbilod by pfiople who w«ra uot Arywuai it ia idODtified witli Uiigotlliii or StniUi 
T1‘0 Klkntna nro A Wibe of itbon$iiii» wlici 1b«l to the ewt of SnnuvAtL ** Tliej draw do 
milk Id mis- Soma, ami by tliom the HwriKmiU kettle was never hinted.'' 

fS) PnibiJily the founder of the Jala relgioa, which ia lUi eff-shoat or after-growth of IhiddlJiui, 
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clihas(lj wlio came to oppose him, met with a similar iate. The women 
of the Sriechchhas next came out, armed for battle, but considering 
women to be unworthy of his steel, !£alhi paralysed their arms by 
hia mantras, and the weapons remained in their hands fixed and 
immovable. The amazons were convinced of the divine nature of the 
warrior they were opposed to, and could not refrain from joining with 
one voice in prayer aud praise of the hero. Afterwards. Kalki slew a 
terrible she-monster named Kuthodari, and destroyed the barbarian 
races known as the Sakasf2), KambojaafS) and Sabaras.(4) He had 

i * 

then a conflict with basidhvaja, the king of Bhallata, a staunch fol¬ 
lower of Vishnu. In spite of the warnings of his pious wife SusAntd 
(wiio was aware of Kalki s divine nature). Sasidhyaja came forth bold¬ 
ly to battle. A single lucky blow with his heavy war-club rendered 
the hero-god insensible, and in this state he was brought to his 
victors home. When he recovered his senses, Iiis ivrath was propi¬ 
tiated by the humble attitude and earnest prayers of Sasidhvaja 



(l) AflCord’nig tfi the VlnhtiTi PiirlBii, Kjilwttrija rjices trera degraded hj king 

Ij beiiig depriTe^i of e*tnh1vihcd neages irad the stitdj of the Vedw; Tima trapAmted frotn roligjotif 
rites, nitd Ahnwlfliied by the Brahmitia, tbew differauL triUn, heoaios MIecLelihM. Awordlog to the 
jfoodeni aigiilficibtioit of t!io tsrua, they mBaii foraigoen, liArbsriaiu,—people not of Aiynii moe. 

(2> Ateording to Wilson, “ ihiaa peoplB, the Sskti nnd Bius® of cliiMWdl writera, the lado 
SeythiKOB of Ptolemy, wtonded, nhout the eoEmnoneemeiit of our era, Blmig the «eit of lodit^ from 
iLs Efiodu Koh to iLe month* of the Indna." TK*f wen pralmbly Turk or Tartut trihos, and were 
among tlioee recorded u oonquerad by Sagara. who oompelted them to share the upper half of their 
bend*. Xiug Vjkrain4dlty»i was oolted S'dkiri,—* the foe of the S'nko^—probably, ou aeoquat of hi* 
LfivKiig «iitioiiiil 0 red Ktid kept tho4« peaplo. 

(3) A raw of men aUoya auwLited with the trihea llring Jn tlie iTorth-Wat, and fAmona for 
their bonwe, of which they were said to poueea a fine hrae4. They wm alw among the tribw con- 
quered by SitgurtL. 

(4) A hilly tribe formerly aaen in tba mauntaiiwtw regions of Westeru Tudia. 
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and the bestowal of the hand of hla daughter Rama, The next 
achievement of KalM was the restoration to her celestial home of 
Snlochana, (the wife of the Gandharva, Chitraratha', who had been 
residing under a eurse^ in the city of Kanchani in the infernal 
regions, and the installation of Maharaati on the throne of that 
kingdom. He also placed Sdryyaketn on the throne of AyodhyS 
(Ondh), and Debiipi on that of E4rajiabata,(l) and then returned to 
Sambhala, his birth-place. He distributed the kingdoms of Saumbha, 




Paundra,(2} Fulinda,(3} Sur^shtra(4} and Magadha^^) amongst his 
brothers, those of Eikata, Central Cam at,(6) Andhra,(7) Odra,(8) 


E^linga.(9) Anga(lO) and Bangs,(11) among his relatives; ceded 
Kankaka(12) and Kalapaka(13) to his kinsman Eisdkha-ydpa ; and 


(1) Moilern AJiahBbmjL Tt Jj ea^id to bfrve bc«ii cokbratod Tor gold and jewels. 

(S) A fabulous city batveon tbc Hlvsi&'vat and Hamaketra moELntDijiE, Aocording to iCinOp it ia 
a oonnti^ ooTOfifHiiidiiig to Bflijgal Proper^ wlUi part of BotiLli Bdlior and tbo jnogle meiuila.*’ 
According to Cmniiiigliim], FannJm YarddhatiA ia rcpraacnlcd by Pubtitu 

(5) P^bably tbo abodo of barbaroua triboA (Fnlindiu)^ who tiTa in woodi and mountftin^ 

oapocluJiy in Control IndiJU There wero wbO| according to Uio YUbuu Pur^io, lived lu the 

doAcrtn aluug the Indus. 

(4) Sunt, the paopio of which were the Sumatreiae of Ftolcmy^ 

(6) Tbs country of Scukb Bohar^ where tbo Poll luDgaago was spoken. 

(&} The country wbore the Ooiiaresc latiguago is spoken, in tbs central districU of the Peubi- 
Buki iticlndiug Jlyaore. Tbs mans Comatio" k derirnd from tbis. 

(7) Tbo anoiont naniB of ToUbgonn—tba qaimtry of the Tebgiis. 

(8) Orissa. 

^ (0} The country alcug tbs Gorcnmndol Cooett nurtb of Madras the Colingas proiiifni man of 



Pliny. 

(10) The coutttry of Bengal Proper about BbAgutpur. 

(11) Bengidf but not oa It Is now knowcL Fermerij it meant the distrielB uortb of the Bb$- 
girsthS—JoBHorSp Krishnagar, Ac. 

(12) Probably Cenoan. 

(13) Perhaps^ Knlipu, the fftbulana Tilinge where Maru, (a dcscendaot of Kub^u], liTod for a 
time^ in ardEir that be mighty by btrengiU of daTolioo^ be able to be tbo resLoTer nf the 

Ksbattriya mco iJi the sokr djnfutyi 


























132 


THE TEX PEJXCIPAli AVATIHAS OP TFR lUXinjfl. 


placed Choi{1,(1) BHrbbaTd)(S) juid SlarbbH, under his sons. Pesice 
Q<nd tranf^uUlifcy was now restored on earth, and vice and inipnrity 
having been rooted out, virtue and piety resumed their reign. The 
Settytt J vga, {era of truth ) now set in, and the time arrived when 
there ^appeared no longer any necessity for the presence of the 
Avatara upon this earth. At the request of the gods, he went 
up the Himalayas, where, on the banks of a sacred river, in the 
presence of holy sages, he gave up his hutuan form, and, resuming 
his divinity, ascended to his throne in Paradise 



The Incarnation is represented by some as bearing in one hand, 
a cimeter blazing like a comet,” to signify the destruction of the 
impure, and in the other a ring, emblematical of the revolution of 
the cycles. He is also described by other authorities as leading a 
richly caparisoned winged white horse, typical of the rapidity of the 
night of time. The horse is portraj’'ed as standing on the etherial 
regions with three feet, holding the off fore leg up in the air, ready 
to stamp upon the earth, when the appointed time should come for 
the dissolution of nature{3). 

The descriptions of the destroying Angel and of the White 
Horse in the A pocalj'pae bear some ^semblance to those of the 
Kalki AvatAi’a. 



(1) ProVt»)ily, th« lower part of tbe Goromuitlel Gout (about Tftbjoro), fomurly eoUed t'bml n- 
Ttinndola. 

(2) Tlie ooimtry of the Pnrl>hai«e. ** Tlie anali^ to ' iMurLariaug,"* uyi WilKo, "u not in aaiind 
only, but, in nil the antlioritjea, these mro elnaseil with bordertrw and fiiretgiietB oud uattoRs not Hittdo.’* 

(3) h will be obiMvwi timt both the repreHotatioiu of Kallci »« gfrao slntre do not «gree ei* 
Botly with the drawing glreo iu this work, whieb is based on llie Jtulfcl PurdQA. 
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X. 

flalM ^tataifa 


(TBAHSLATIONJ 



tlwt riitn-rliflirgtd Hde? on it Iwrise iswift a5 the 

wittil, triiii botilis a !tt t>tt( ti lii^ wUo U tlie (btttjifttr 
0f the protiU, titf fit tbe fit tli^ mu of gaU, 

titc fifimt fit thf ttm rrUfliott,—wajj Itf hm% ten liteinp. 
tjou all ! 


^allti ^urana. 
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JHIJHITL 

TiiA— JHijTPATALA, 
First Strain, 
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U1 


SJIic Sljtt ^sataras ((irsuj). 



In the whole range of Hindu mythological lore, there can hardly 
be found beings who have been known to excel, in prowess, piety, 
love of virtue and hatred of vice, the Avataras described in the 
foregoing pages, whose mission was to rid the earth of monsters, 
demons and things of iniquity, and to inangnrate a better govern¬ 
ment and peace upon earth. Their achievements are themes of poems 
and epics, songs and ballads, Jayatieva/ one of the earliest and 
sweetest lyric poets of Bengal, whose numbers flow as smoothly and 
mclodionsly as the rivulets of his native land, thus sings of the 
hero-gods in his Ode to the Ten Incarnations :— 



• thfl eon of BhojitdeTiiL and wife Biml DctI, was horn of ft high BrakcEilti 

famllyi in the Tillage of EeiidtillT it» the dUtriet of BeerbLoem^ From on Rurfj age bs 

booriiiie a fflaiinoti fallo^/^ror of Viah&a, emt Uie letiier of ti Teli^ioufl sect, lie wa 4 

iPiO-rietl to PHdmiTntL lILi Scm&krit wi>Tk eatidiid the ‘^OitfrOoTindi^'^ in o^Lieb lie dOEmbee 
loroti ef R&dhi ftnd Srubisa, U a oaarv^'l of BWeBtnetsa nnd gorgeona Tie is kDowu to hare 

Itccii utie of Ute literary of tbo conrt of Leksbiuhiiii Seo^ king of BengoJ^ nuJ. fhjnu thh 

fniit. it ii MoerUieed that be ^onrisbod in tlio 1‘ltii cniilnry A.C» Tbs folia^itig pleaBnut siud 
cmioufl etoTj in connected Tiib bits life^ DeKtibiug tbe loTc^imfrela lietwoco Bidbj nud Krisbga, 
be put on one oceasloik tbe fullowing ^ordu of BoppllcntioD to l!iO offonded EidhI into tb^ mouth 
of iba guilty At nn ornament for mj liuftd, luid nn mnLMoto to tlie Jove-fjod^fc poiaonoiiA 

dftrtB(" nnd he was going to ooiuplete t|it eenloiioet by funding, ^^|diico jonr gEnotoufl feet on mj hend^" 
when the impropriety of nfitng au^b tm expressEon ilb rdfereure to his ndored deity ooeurred to bbiL 
He thorefort loft tbe latter port of tbe sentenoD blanks aiad went to the river to perform hia nblutionB. 
Ill ibe meantime, Kriabna, from wbom natbing eould be biddeiii seeing the fix lu wbioli the 
poet wn4 plnaed, oeBiuaed tbe ebftpci of Joyndem nod entgred bla dvellhig ns bAviug retnnied 
from the batbi Tlie tirtuoiiB pHomiTeti could not, of course, reiicgiijxa tbo deity in bie diegulBe:, 
and KriEbufl, efler p&rteking of the meel prepared by her, asked ker for the mnnnBcripL which bed 
been left unfinisboii, Padmivalf nn^okpeotlugly bi'angbt it to bim. He toot it and E|iiietlj filled 
lip tbe blftiik by ineerttug tbe words, **plEios yaur generoua feet on my head.'* When the pewi 
Tctiinied firom the rlTer, be was ELatouisbed to ind bik wife finUhiug her tneak before hlmg 
contrary to tha naufll practice of native Udlm.- On nuking for and reoeiTiug bis wife’t exphtniition, 
tbe conTifltion Eoshed acroee bla tnind that it was Krielitin bimeelf who had nanotilied bia resideuca 
with his dlrine presence, mud bod put in tbe peutenee whiab he was besltfttiug In write down, 
HcEice tbe writings of Jajadevn, whlcdi are iutriusieEUly sweet, and hli etbinleas life bavo been mreated 
with ft myitieid balo and totMittty wtdeh ram rarely bi found in the life and writtuga of wiy of his 
contempumrien 
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taB IKX TELIKCIPAL ATATijUiS OF THE B1KUT7$. 


®i[an5latiott.* 


L iltott reri>rnfst tlit ^eila in the tratet uf tlir orean pt 
«fjjU«dio», if jogfutiy itt the U$m ct an aeh fabtiratci 
by thee, 0 aissutumg the hotly of a ^i^ih: gc vidoriono, 

0 gm, ^oril of the Universe! 

2. iThe mth gtaudo firm on thy tmmrn^dy broad barb, 
ttlufh yrou '5 larger from the alius ocasioned by bearing that 
mst burden, 0 (SJesara, assuming the body of a tortoise: ge 
riftorious, <?) §eri, ^ord of the ^Iniversel 

3. ^'hc earth, ylared on the point of thy tush, remains 
fixed lihe the figure of a hlaeh antelope on the moon, 0 (£esara, 
assuming the form of a goar: ge vietorious, 0 geri, prd of 
the ^tnivrrse I 

4 ?fht flan? ujith a stupendous point on the exquisite lotus 
of thy Uon's pam, is the black bee, that stung the body of the 







* By Sit William Jones. (Asintio Beeeanbes.} 
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embowcUfd ^iranp^asipu, 0 €tm% a^ssuming thf farm of a 
glan-Uoa: vUtoriaa?, ^ gen, ^oifd of thf ^iBivftse ! 

6. thy jiotrfc titou btguitt^t gait, ^ thou tnirafulou^ 

i 

gu^atf, thou ttutiftff of mm ivitb tht tratm (of ^unga) o^nngiag 
from tbg fret, <9 (troara, aooaming thf form of a gaatf: gt 
I'iftoriouo, grri, ^otd of thf ^Uimoe I 

6. ^bou bathfjst in pure tratrr, ronMoting of the blood of 
Cohatripo, the world, tvho^e offenrro are rmoifd, and who ate 
rcUtved from the pain of other birtho, ^ CHroava, ao^uming the 
form of garaoU'gama: ge vietoriouo, 0 geti, ^otd of the 
^niveroe ! 


7. ^^Uh eaoe to thpoett with delight to the iSenii of the 
eight regions, thou oeattereot on all oideo in the plain of eombut 
the demon with ten heado, ^ Ceoara, aoouming the form of 
gama-Chandra: ge riftorioujs, O geri, ^ord of the ^Iniveroe ! 


8. IShou weareot on thg bright bodg a mantle ohiuing tihe 
a blue cloud, or lihe the water of ^amuna tripping towards 
thee through fear of thg furrowing ploughshare, 0^ ^eoava. 
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ajSjsumtng the farm af galHtuma: gc rirtariaujS, 0 ^tx\, |^ard of 
tho ^Intvtror! 



9. iJUott blamfot (01i, woncirrful 1) tlic whoir u hen 
tbott $mt, 0 feiud-boartfd, iht sUujIUfr of onftU iirt^rnbcil for 
oacrifior, 0 (!?«ara, aasttming the hodij of ^udiUta: go victor- 
touo, 0 grti, ^ord of thr ^tniverjir I 




10. ^tfr thf drotruction of all thf impure, thou drawcist 
thy cimctfc Uhe fl htasing comet, (how trcincndousi !) 0 
aooummg the body of galhi; ge lirtoriou^. 0 gevi, ^ord of 
the ^Inivme ! 
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THB tE3T PBUTCIPAX AYAtIrAS OP TfiB HrSDUS* 



HYMIf TO VISHKtr. 


ITBAHHLATIOM.)’ 

0 Thou that held'st the blessed Veda dry 
When ail things else beneath the floods were harled ; 
Strong Fifih-God ! Ark of Men ! Jm I Hari, Jai I 
Hail, K^hav, hail! Thou Master of the World I 

The round world rested on thy spacious najwi; 

Upon thj neck, like a mere mole, it stood i 
0 thou that took'st for us the Tortoise-shape, 

Hail, Keshav, hail I Euler of wave and wood J 

The world upon thy curving tusk sate sure, 

Like the Moon's dark disc in her crescent pale ; 

0 thou who didst for us assume the Boar, 

Immortal Conqueror 1 Hail, Keshav, haH I 

Wlieu thou thy Qiant-Foe didst seize aud rend. 

Fierce, fearful, long, and sharp were fang and nail; 
Thou who the Lion and the Man didst blend, 

Lord of the Universe I Had, Karsingh, hail! 

Wonderful I>warf!—who with a threefold stride 
Cheated King Ball—where thy footsteps fall 
Men's sins, O Wamuna ! are set aside. 

O Keshav, hail I Thou Help and Hope of all I 

The sins of this sad earth thou didst assoil, 

The anguish of its creatures thou didst heal; 

Freed are we from ail terrors by thy toil: 

Hail, Purshuram, hail i Lord of the biting steel I 



Bj Edirlii AiHaldf M. A.^-^Th# ladiAU Soi^ig of SotigK) 
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TEB TEST PSXNdPAL AYAtAJUS OP THE HCTUHS. 

To thee the fell Ten-Headed yielded life. 

Thou in dread battle laid'st the monster low ! 

Ah, Rama I dear to Gods and men that strife ; 

We praise thee. Master of the matchless bow 1 

With clouds for garments glorious thou dost fare, 
Teiling thy dazzling majesty and might. 

As when Yamuna saw thee with the share, 

A peasant — yet the King of Day and Night. 

Merciful-hearted I when thou earnest as Boodh_ 

Albeit ^twas written in the Scriptures so— 

Thou bad'st our altars be no more imbrued 
With blood of rictims : Keshav i bending low. 

We praise thee, Wielder of the sweeping sword. 
Brilliant as curving comets in the gloom. 

Whose keen edge smote the fierce barbarian horde ; 
Hail to thee, Keshav I Hail, and hear, and come, 

And fill this song of Jayadev with thee, 

And make it wise to teach, strong to redeem. 

And sweet to living souls. Thou Mystery I 
Thou Light of Life I Thou Dawn beyond the dream ! 

Fish I That didst ontswim the flood ; 

Tortoise I Whereon earth hath stood ; 

Boarl Who with thy tusk held'st high 
The world, that mortals might not die ; 

Lion I Who hast giants tom j 

Dwarf I Who laugh^dst a king to scorn ; 

Sole Subduer of the Dreaded I 
Slayer of the many-beaded I 
Mighty Pioughmatk! Teacher tender I 
Of thine own the sure Defender 1 
Under all tby ten disguises 
Endless praise to thee arises. 
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BHAIRAVJ.*, 

TiLA— SLATHA'TRITALI. 
First Strain. 
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• In tUi» til® flat D A an tiaafl. 

ayaUm of notation to rcpreBent tLun. 
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Second Strain. 
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